THE ANCIENT DESERT PEOPLES OF NORTH AMERICA IN THEIR RELATION TO THE INDIGENOUS MEXICAN CIVILIZATION *
EUGENE DE CHOLNOKY
W
ITH regard to their relation to human life the general regions of the temperate and warm zones may conveniently be divided into four classes. To the first class belong the forest regions, in which, within the temperate zones, the precipitation is more than 600 millimeters. If the soil is suitable, agriculture is here always possible in connection with forestry and pasturage with stall-feeding.
To the second group belong those regions in which, again within the temperate zones, precipitation is between 400 and 600 millimeters. The same conditions, however, seem to obtain in the warmer climates, where the savannahs would correspond to these regions. In these regions agriculture is not very easy, but pasturage is yet possible without nomadism; forestry is very rare.
To the third group belong the half-deserts, with a precipitation of 200 to 400 millimeters. There agriculture is possible, but only by means of artificial irrigation or other scientific methods like dry-farming or cattle-breeding in connection with a continual change of pasturage, i.e. nomadism.
The fourth type of region is the desert, with a precipitation of less than 200 millimeters. Cattle-feeding is here possible only in special cases and agriculture only with the aid of irrigation.
It is a very interesting and important observation that we never find the beginnings of higher civilizations in the forests or in the savannahs. In the taigas of Siberia, in the virgin forests of Canada, the Rocky Mountains or the Appalachians, in the selvas of the Amazon, in the tropical primeval forests of the Congo Basin, only peoples in a very low stage of culture and civilization were discov-
* Bead on October 17, 1912, at the scientific meetings held after the return of the Transcontinental Excursion to New York.
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